
                                       LETTICE AND LOVAGE   

Diary Dates for you 

to note: 

 Monthly General Meeting  -  
Wednesday 17th March 
2010. 

 Management Committee 
Meetings and Casting Com-
mittee Meetings are 
monthly. 

 Opening Night of Lettice 
and Lovage  -  12th March 

 

 

 

 

Lettice and Lovage 
Members’ competition 

1 

From our President 
 

2 

2010 Productions 
Monthly Meeting 

2 

February Entertainment 
Community Benefit Fund 

3 

Notice of Election 
 

3 

Strategic Plan 
Profile  -  Jill Cross 

4 

Office Bearers 2010 
What’s on ... 

4 

Inside this issue: 

March 2010 

 

  Volume 49 Issue 3 

PROSCENIUM 
Villanova Players 

NEWSLETTER 

The 

 
     Don’t, whatever you do, miss our first 
production for 2010  -  the delightful com-
edy, Lettice and Lovage.      
     Peter Shaffer wrote Lettice and Lovage 
especially for Dame Maggie Smith (and 
we suspect, her cat) who originated the 
title role in London in 1987 and in New 
York in 1990.  
     Shaffer said it was a “very English 
piece” and the first comedy he had writ-
ten for twenty years.  He is better known 
for Equus, Royal Hunt of the Sun and 
Amadeus. The main characters, Lettice 
and Lotte believe that the past was a 
thing of beauty and so strike up an 
unlikely friendship as they begin meeting 
to re-enact historical moments in British 
history with comical results.  
     We sincerely hope you enjoy this per-
formance and then leave “brimming” (as 
Lettice says) with mirth, but don’t forget 
to tell your friends to come and see it too. 

 
 

 

       Bring your mates to Lettice and Lovage and you could win!  
      Villanova Players is proud to announce that our very first Members and mates competition kicks off with Let-
tice and Lovage.  
      How's it work?  The member* who brings in the largest group of paying audience members* wins a bottle of 
bubbly and a subscription to see the remaining plays for 2010. (For the subscription prize, perhaps you could 
hold your own prize draw for your winning group).  We will also have a small prize each for second and third place. 
      Groups of ten or more people only pay $13 each per person.  Please make sure one single payment is made for 
the group, by either posting a cheque or paying in cash at the box office.  Don't forget to book in your full name 
so that we can know which booking was yours. 
     As always, opening weekend is the best time to get your people along to the play, so they can spread the word 
and help ensure a healthy season of attendance.  Good luck! Book by phoning Mickie on 3899 9962. 
     *must be financial for 2010 
     *not members, subscribers or those with complimentary tickets. Can be concession, students or 
children.    
       Jane Binstead   
      Vice President 

    MEMBERS COMPETITION 

[Maria Plumb as Lettice, giving a guided tour]  

[left  -  Maria Plumb 
as Lettice consoles 
poor Jenny Brunner 
ŀǎ [ƻǘǘŜ ƛƴ Ψ[ŜǘǘƛŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŀƎŜΩϐ 



     Opening night for ά[ŜǘǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŀƎŜέ is nearly upon us.  Rod Thompson 
has designed a wonderful set for this delightful and provocative comedy, and 
a big thank you has to go to all those who came along to help with the bump 
in.  The rest of you will have to wait until you see the show to be astounded 
at the quality of our production. 
     This will no doubt add to the performances of our hard-working cast and 
crew. 
This will be another gem of a production and please try to come along on 
opening night  -   Friday 12th March so that you can really see how great the 

play is and spread the word about the produc-
tion. 
     Last month’s monthly meeting was a great 
night of poetry readings. There were some 
hilarious selections as well as some truly mov-
ing pieces. It’s delightful to see people sharing 
their favourite poems with us. There were 
quite a few new faces amongst the mix of 
regulars and we’ve had a number of new mem-
bers join us as a result.  I know that members 
are really working hard on the presentation for 
next month of scenes from aŀǊǾƛƴΩǎ wƻƻƳ and 
are aiming to do the performance without 
scripts.  Please come along and support them.       

It is often difficult for many of us when the monthly meeting lands in the 
middle of a run of a major production, but it will be a fun night so please 
come along to support your fellow members.  It will be St Patrick’s Day so 
wearing green is, of course, encouraged! 
     Unfortunately we were just short of a quorum last month, so our election 
for the casting committee was held over til our next meeting. 
     The casting committee does need that extra person to make up its full 
membership.  Please consider volunteering to help out.  As the job will be for 
only 10 months, it’s not such a big commitment as the usual two year stint, 
and perhaps a way to learn what it’s all about.  You’ll get to have a big say in 
the selection of our plays for next year as well as helping to cast members 
for the plays this year. 
     Our effort to find a new auditor for our books has proven difficult.  If you 
know of a person or a company who would like to be our auditor, or sugges-
tions for people we should approach, please contact our Treasurer, Rod 
Thompson or myself. 
     See you in the foyer for ά[ŜǘǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŀƎŜέΣ 
 
     Cheers, 
     Leo 

      

2010 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

 
Play No.1  -  Lettice and Lovage 

LETTICE STARTS SPRUCING UP HISTORY 
By Peter Shaffer 

Directed by Jill Cross 
12th March to 27th March 

  
Play No.2  -  Influence 

THINGS GO AWRY FOR A RADIO SHOCK JOCK 
By David Williamson 

Directed by Leo Bradley 
4th June to 19th June 

 
Play No.3  -  An Inspector Calls 

A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION THAT’S NOT ALL IT  
APPEARS TO BE 
By J B Priestly 

Directed by Leo Wockner 
27th August to 11th September 

 
Play No.4  -  An Italian Straw Hat 

A FAST-MOVING FRENCH FARCE INVOLVING A  
JEALOUS HUSBAND, A WEDDING PARTY, A VERY 

HUNGRY HORSE AND A STRAW HAT 
By Eugene Labiche 

Translated and adapted by Maria Plumb  
and Rod Thompson 

Directed by Maria Plumb 
19th November to 4th December 

 

                    FROM OUR PRESIDENTñLEO BRADLEY        
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MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE HUT 
 

WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH 2010 
8:00pm 

 
BUSINESS 

Elections will be held for:- 
Casting Committee 

one member 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Some scenes from the play, 

aŀǊǾƛƴΩǎ wƻƻƳ will be presented  -  a drama 
with some light-hearted moments 

Directed by Steve Pearton and featuring  
Jane Binstead, Vicki Devon, John Beach  

and Jo-Anne Smith.  
This was one of the plays under consideration 

for our 2010 season. 
 

       NEW MEMBERS 
Jason King, Steve Pearton, 
Paul Sherman, Amanda Webb, 
Michael McNish and 
Desley Nichols 
 A BIG WELCOME TO VPs 

 
 
 

SUBMISSIONS OF PLAYS FOR OUR 2011 SEASON ARE 
CLOSING SOON.  PLEASE SEND YOUR IDEAS AND  

SUGGESTIONS TO THE CASTING COMMITTEE BY THE END 
OF THE MONTH 

 
 
 

[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly 
Meetings,  contact a Member of the Casting Committee  -  phone 

numbers are on the back page of The Proscenium] 



VILLANOVA PLAYERS 
Newsletter 

Shakespeare and Oscar Wilde.  Lettice and Lovage is the first 
play she’s directed with such a small cast and admits to not 
being sure what to do with it, but the tourists scenes are 
more ‘up her street.’ 

FAVOURITE ACTORS: Sean Connery, Michael Caton and 
Maggie Smith. 

FAVOURITE ROLE:  Jill fondly remembers two roles she has 
played  -  Peter Pan and Queen Eleanor. 

FAVOURITE FILMS:  Jill enjoys Sci-Fi and Kids movies and lists 
among her favourites  -  Star Wars, Harry Potter 1 and Lord 
of the Rings. 

MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT: In Junior theatre, Jill ap-
peared as Ernest in The Admirable Crichton, where she acci-
dently kicked a stool offstage and then had to go and retrieve 
it, much to the amusement of the audi-
ence.  In Jill’s words, “I was mortified.” 

AWARDS: In Canada Jill won best actress 
for her role in Everything in the Garden. 

AMBITION:  To keep directing quality 
plays such as ! ²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ŀƭŜ and to con-
tinue to enjoy theatre for as long as she 
can. 

FIRST STAGE APPEARANCE:  At the tender age of 8, Jill, as a 
member of the Junior Twelfth Night Theatre appeared as a 
rat in The Pied Piper as part of Christmas in Storyland organ-
ized by the Lady Mayoress and performed in the City Hall. 

CAREER: Jill had well and truly caught the ‘Theatre Bug.’  As a 
student, she joined the University of Queensland Drama Soci-
ety and played Joy in a John Ireland play.  Jill also directed a 
number of one-act plays during this time and also played 
alongside Michael Caton.  Once graduated, Jill moved to 
Rockhampton where she acted onstage and directed for 
them in such plays as Duet for Two Hands alongside Michael 
Byrnes and Peter Pan playing Peter.  Jill then moved to Can-
ada and once again was in great demand, because she could 
put on an English accent.  Jill returned to Adelaide, where she 
was active in theatre in that city before moving to Brisbane 
and VPs, where she has acted in and directed many produc-
tions.  She played Ruth to Brian Cannon’s Charles in Noel 
Coward’s Blithe Spirit and played Queen Eleanor in The Lion 
in Winter.  Recently she has played Vera in VPs Stepping Out 
and admits to being an ‘inexperienced tap dancer.’  Jill has 
also directed To Kill a Mockingbird and The Matchmaker.  
She also directed Shakespeare’s aƛŘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ 
and fondly remembers her ‘funky fairies.’  Recently Jill has 
directed Goodnight Desdemona, Good morning Juliet and 
generally loves directing costume plays with big casts  -  
older, well written plays from the pens of such playrights as 
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Villanova Players 
INCORPORATED 
Established 1948 

Balmoral Park, Jean Howie Drive  
off Bennetts Road MORNINGSIDE  
PO Box 465 Morningside Qld 4170 
Email:villanovaplayers@gmail.com  

www.villanovaplayers.com  
 

   The Hut:      Phone:  -  3395 5168 
  Bookings:    Phone:  -  3899 9962 

         2010 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
President:  Leo Bradley   3891 5769 
Vice Pres:   Jane Binstead   3847 1187 
Treasurer:   Rod Thompson    3391 7180 
Secretary:  Meagan Lawson   0401 001 391 
Casting Liaison:  Samantha Tierney            0419 736 562 
Members:  Trevor Bond   3393 6521 
  Mary Woodall   3395 5268 
  Audrey McKibbin  3394 1860 
  Andrew Heron   0417 793 133 
   

                2010 CASTING COMMITTEE 
 Samantha Tierney  0419 736 562  
 Rod Thompson   3391 7180 
 Michael Byrnes   3849 4521   
 Maria Thompson   3391 7180 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

²I!¢Ω{ hb Lb ¢I9!¢w9 

{¢ [¦Y9Ω{ ¢I9!¢w9 {h/L9¢¸ presents One Foot in 
the Door directed by Don Hobbs -  19th to 27th 
March  -  Bookings  -  3844 7257 
 
SUNNYBANK THEATRE GROUP presents Noises Off 
directed by Pam Cooper -  5th to 20th March   -  
Bookings  -  3345 3964 
 
IONA PASSION PLAY  -  two performances open to 
the public  -  7:00pm Monday 29th March, McAuley 
Centre, St. Mary’s College, Mary St Ipswich  - Ipswich 
bookings  -  07 3432 5444  -   7:00pm Good Friday, 
2nd April at Iona College Oval [outdoor perform-
ance] North Road Wynnum West  -  Tickets  -  $10.00 
if pre-booked, $5.00 for children or $15.00 at the 
gate  -  Brisbane bookings  -  3333 1993 
Come along to see some of our dedicated members 
bring this timeless Easter story to life.  Starring 
Robert Gettons, Leo Wockner, John Grey, Amanda 
Webb and Kurt Lerps. 
 

Strategic Plan from the Villanova Values Board 
 
There have been some great responses to our Villanova Values Board 
Here’s a summary of the responses so far:- 
 
²Ƙŀǘ L ǾŀƭǳŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƴƻǾŀ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛǎ Χ 
    -  Sense of community, respect, love for one another 
    -  Family feel, everyone working together makes us all one big happy family 
    -  Open communication and collaboration 
    -  People value differences in opinions, life views, abilities, talents 
    -  Bias for action  -  get things done 
    -  Coming together for common passion 
    -  Fun 
    -  Equal opportunity for all to develop skills and grow, with no huge egos 
    -  Getting a go onstage 
    -  People get involved backstage 
    -  Ensemble production 
    -  Impressive, quality, wow factor theatre 
    -  We challenge our audiences 
 
Please send in any additions that you may have, so we can refresh our vision. 


