
     AN ITALIAN STRAW HAT                                    

Diary Dates for you 

to note:  

¶ Monthly General Meeting  -  
Wednesday 24 November, 
2010, at MõSide TAFE 

¶ Management Committee 
Meetings and Casting Com-
mittee Meetings are 
monthly .  

¶ Opening Night of An Italian 
Straw Hat   -  Friday, 19th 
November.  
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PROSCENIUM 
Villanova Players 

NEWSLETTER 

The 

      Rehearsals for our play No.4  An Italian 
Straw Hat are coming along fine and have 
moved into the theatre.  The set is up, 
which is a bonus for rehearsals as there is 
much coming on and off through a variety 
of doors and entrances. 
     Director Maria Plumb is quite happy with 
the progress of the rehearsals and assistant 
stage manager, Liz Morris is familiarising 
herself with the various furniture that has 
to be brought on and off for the various 
scenes. 
     The chorus are doing a splendid job on 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ /ƛƴŘȅ [ŀƪŜΩǎ 
ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŜ aƻƴǎƻǳǊΩǎ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ 
capturing the atmosphere of each scene 
through the various songs she has written.  
Also just wait until you see Helen Ekun-
ŘŀȅƻΩǎ ά/ŀƴ-/ŀƴέΦ  {ƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
well-known dance to life. 
     The play is a fast-moving farce, about a 
young man, Fadinard and his predicament 
to replace a hat that has been eaten by his 
horse.  His exploits and endeavours take us 
to many scenes, but his wedding party led 
by his father-in-law-to-be, Nonancourt, is 
never far from his thoughts and presence. 
     The whole cast and crew are having a 
ball rehearsing this play.  Whatever you do, 
ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ нлмл 
season of plays.  Make sure you book early 
and bring along as many people as you can. 

      

             

     

 

MORE PICTURES 

Fadinard and the Wedding Party 

Tardiveau on guard duty 

Beauperthuis sends Virginia to find Anaïs 

/ƭŀǊŀ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƴ-/ŀƴέ 



          Our season for 2011 was launched in fine form on Wed 20th  
October. 
     Great to see so many members turning up for the meetings. 
     The Casting Committee, especially Michael Byrnes as ghost 
writer, pulled out all stops and did a wonderful job presenting the 
rather long short-list of plays up for consideration and the final se-
lection of the four plays for 2011. The season promises again to be 
one full of new challenges and delights, tears and laughter. 
     Many thanks also to Trevor Bond for organising and directing the 
October monthly entertainment, performing the first Act of 
ά{ǉǳŀōōƭŜǎέ a hilarious comedy about family life and relationships.  
Also starring with Trevor were Meagan Lawson, Andrew Heron, 
Mary Woodall and Richard Gilles.  Great to see Richard in a talking 
role (with actual lines) on the stage at the Theatre, and many thanks 
to Blaise Ahern for operating the lights.  The cast performed without 
scripts, which is always a delight for the audience, and very impres-
sive considering they are all also in ά!ƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘǊŀǿ IŀǘέΦ 
     Subscribers and friends are always welcome to come along to our 
monthly meetings usually held on the third Wednesday of each 
month, at the Theatre commencing at 8:00pm, though the date for 

the next meeting will be November 24th, to avoid clashing with 
opening week of ά!ƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘǊŀǿ IŀǘέΦ 
     ά¢ƘŜ Iŀǘέ has just moved into the theatre, and such a delight to 
have plenty of time to put up the set, arrange curtains, clean the 
theatre etc. Everyone was able to relax and have lunch and tea 
breaks without watching the clock. The season opens on 19th No-
vember and the actors are getting faster and funnier at every re-
hearsal.  This will be a fast-paced, romp that will leave the audience 
as well as the actors breathless.  
     We still need to find more people to help out with the cleaning 
and front of house duties.       Please contact Audrey McKibbin and 

volunteer to help out, even if just for 
one night or afternoon. It will be a 
lot of fun and we expect some great 
audiences. 
     Looking  forward to seeing you all 
in the crowded foyer during ά!ƴ 
Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘǊŀǿ IŀǘέΦ  
 
     Allons-y!, 

     Leo 

      

2010 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

  
 
 
 

 
Play No.4  -  An Italian Straw Hat 

A FAST-MOVING FRENCH FARCE INVOLVING A  
JEALOUS HUSBAND, A WEDDING PARTY, A VERY 

HUNGRY HORSE AND A STRAW HAT 
By Eugene Labiche 

Translated and adapted by Maria Plumb  
and Rod Thompson 

Directed by Maria Plumb 
19th November to 4th December 

 

                    FROM OUR PRESIDENTñLEO BRADLEY        

Page 2 PROSCENIUM 

MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE TAFE THEATRE 

WEDNESDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2010 
8:00pm 

 
ENTERTAINMENT 

 
     [ƻǾŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΧ
sometimes in its first flush it is the blue of a spring 
morning trimmed with daisies when the world 
seems new and full of endless possibilities. More 
often it is a darker greyer tempest raging under a 
melting moon. Yet we all crave it,  live for it, seek it, 
ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǘΧΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ¢ǊǳŘȅ [ŜƎπ
gett and Amanda Webb over dinner one hopeful 
winter evening earlier this year, follows the trajec-
tory of these aches and colours via songs and 
scenes (some well known and loved by you and 
some unknown) to a powerful conclusion which we 
trust will move, entertain and delight you.  
      It is brought to by a large company of players 
most of whom you will know and all of whom I am 
delighted to work with.  Therefore it is my hope 
that on the 24th November you will get up out of 
armchairs, abandon for a night ά¢ƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎέ 
and άIƻǳǎŜέ and join us in the wonderful romp 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ [ƻǾŜΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ   -  Amanda Webb ς Di-
rector. 
     The cast so far includes Trudy Leggett, Jason 
King, Matthew Knox; Geneveve Kennedy, Steve 
Pearton, Dominique Mutch, Amanda Webb and 
Mary Clark. 
     Director ς Amanda Webb 
     Musical Director ς Trudy Leggett.  

 
 
 
 
 

[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly 
Meetings,  contact a Member of the Casting Committee  -  phone 

numbers are on the back page of  
The Proscenium] 

DIRECTOR Maria Plumb at the helm 
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OCTOBER ENTERTAINMENT 

     Our October monthly meeting entertainment, saw the 
presentation of act one from the play ά{ǉǳŀōōƭŜǎέ by Mar-
shall Karp, directed by Trevor Bond. 
     It was a great opportunity to show this play off to advan-
tage since we now have our monthly meetings in the thea-
tre and are able to use all the associated facilities. 
     The storyline is about a young couple  -  Jerry and Alice 
Sloane, who live in a rather cramped house in Connecticut. 
Alice soon learns that they are going to have a baby, but is 
ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊπ
ried about the problems another person in the house will 
bring, because nit-picking Abe, her father, lives with them 
ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ  !ōŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŀǊƎǳπ
ƳŜƴǘ ŀ Řŀȅ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀǿŀȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ aƛƭŘǊŜŘΣ  ǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƘŜǊ 
house has burned down and wants to live with them too.  
Abe and Mildred have locked horns before when he in-
ǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ WŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛŎŜΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ 
with a cake cutter.  Added to this, Abe is keeping tabs on 
IŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘȅƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ 
bathroom. 
     Trevor was more than pleased with how the play was 
received by our audience and would like to thank Leo and 
.ƭŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄΣ aŀǊȅ ²ƻƻŘŀƭƭΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŀŘπ
vice and assistance with props and décor, Meagan and An-
ŘǊŜǿǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ bŜƛƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǇƘƻǘƻƎπ
raphy.  All in all it was a great exercise in a fine co-operative 
effort. 

 

                               

   
Play 1 
ά/ǊŜŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƴέ by Elise Greig 
Directed by Fiona Kennedy 
 
Your first day in a new job can be overwhelming at any time, but when it is in a child care centre, 
and nearly all your colleagues have called in sick, how do you deal with the fraught parents of the 
children that are placed in your care?  Sarah manages ς somehow.  And though the Police have to   
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ άƘƻǎǘŀƎŜέ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōǳǊƴ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŜƴŘǎ 
serenely at Little Acorn.  Only the truth is funny, and this Brisbane play is very truthful and very 
funny.   

 
 
 
 
Play 2 
άaŀǊǾƛƴϥǎ wƻƻƳέ by Scott McPherson 
Directed by Brian Cannon 
 
The close juxtaposition of humor and tragedy is just one of the strengths of this play.  Is it a very 
dark comedy or a modern morality play?  More likely, both.  Frank Rich, writing in The New York 
Times, called "Marvin's Room", "one of the funniest plays of this year as well as one of the wisest 
ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎέΦ Lǘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ мффн 5ǊŀƳŀ 5Ŝǎƪ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ tƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ  ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
very successful film with Meryl Streep, Dianne Keaton and Leonardo DiCaprio.   
 

OUR 2011 SEASON OF PLAYS 

 

Play 3 
ά[ŀŘȅ ²ƛƴŘŜǊƳŜǊŜϥǎ Cŀƴέ by Oscar Wilde 
Directed by Jill Cross 
 
This is the first play from the pen of one of the English language's most enduring playwrights.   A 
biting satire on the hypocrisy of Victorian society's attitudes, particularly towards marriage, it has a 
subtitle, ά! tƭŀȅ !ōƻǳǘ ŀ DƻƻŘ ²ƻƳŀƴέΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǳǘǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǎέΣ ƛǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŜǇƛƎǊŀƳǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǇƭŀȅΦ 
 
 
 
 

 
Play 4 
ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘέ by Matthew Ryan 
Directed by Leo Bradley 
 
Here is a true blue parody of life's trials and tribulations faced by an eccentric group of neighbours 
in suburban Australia.  When they enter a Christmas lights competition to solve their respective 
money woes, the neighbourhood goes to war.  It is a wonderful Christmas comedy about fake snow, 
fairy lights and the great Australian dream.   
 

[left] Abe gives his 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ tƭƻǘƪƛƴΩǎ 

Tuna Fish 

[right]  Hector on 
his way to the 

bathroom 

Jerry and Alice discuss the com-
ing of the new baby. 

Mildred has some startling 
news for Jerry 

Mildred is coming to stay 
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Villanova Players 
INCORPORATED 
Established 1948 

Balmoral Park, Jean Howie Drive  
off Bennetts Road MORNINGSIDE  
PO Box 465 Morningside Qld 4170 
Email:villanovaplayers@gmail.com  

www.villanovaplayers.com  
 

   The Hut:      Phone:  -  3395 5168 
  Bookings:    Phone:  -  3899 9962 

         2010 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
President:  Leo Bradley   3891 5769 
Vice Pres:   Jane Hamer [Binstead]  0417 072 512 
Treasurer:   Rod Thompson    3391 7180 
Secretary:  Meagan Lawson   0401 001 391 
Casting Liaison:  Maria Thompson            3391 7180 
Members:  Trevor Bond   3393 6521 
  Mary Woodall   3395 5268 
  Audrey McKibbin  3394 1860 
  Andrew Heron   0417 793 133 
   

                2010 CASTING COMMITTEE 
 Samantha Tierney  0449 861 812  
 Rod Thompson   3391 7180 
 Michael Byrnes   3849 4521   
 Maria Thompson   3391 7180 
 Leo Wockner   3399 8242 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

²I!¢Ω{ hb Lb ¢I9!¢w9 

 
{¢ [¦Y9Ω{ ¢I9!¢w9 {h/L9¢¸ presents  OUT OF THE QUESTION  directed 
by Cameron Gaffney -  20th to 27th November   -  Bookings  -  3844 7257 
 
BEENLEIGH THEATRE GROUP presents GREASE THE MUSICAL  -  22nd 
October to 22nd November,  -  Bookings  -  3287 1377 
 
ARTS THEATRE presents BEAUTY AND THE BEAST directed by our very 
own Ngaire Lock  -  18th September to 23rd October  -  Bookings  -  3369 
2344 
 
CENTENARY THEATRE GROUP presents THE UNDERPANTS by Karl Stern-
heim -  6th to 27th November-  Bookings  -  3379 3937 
 
SUNNYBANK THEATRE GROUP presents THE NUNSENSE CHRISTMAS 
MUSICAL  -  NUTCRACKERS directed by Stephanie Ellis  -  19th November 
to 4th December  -  Bookings  -  3345 3964 

 
MOUNT COTTON DRAMA GROUP  presents  Wh¦wb9¸Ω{ 9b5 directed by 
Anthony Wheadon -  22nd October  to 6th November  -  Bookings   -  
online at their website 
 
SYNECDOCHE 3 SISTERS at METRO ARTS  -  27th October to 6th Novem-
ber.  Trapped in a nowhere time and place, three sisters search for love and meaning in 
Chekhov's classic tale about the irony of hope. In a funny, haunting, and daring new adaption 
by Allie Stapleton, Synecdoche 3 Sisters explores the fundamental question: if dreams are 
necessary to live, what do you live for when your dreams disappear? Featuring an ensemble 
cast of Brisbane's best independent and emerging artists, Synecdoche 3 Sisters is storytelling 

at its most provocative. Starring our own Nicole Bilson (from Playboy of the Western World). 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
our recent plays.  Audience reaction has been very favourable and our tech-
nicians are very happy with our new equipment. 
     Indeed, the equipment is great to work with and the results speak for 
themselves.  Our stage has always been very expertly lit, with excellent light-
ing design and operation and this new equipment augments what has gone 
before. 
     ¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ DŀƳōƭƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘ CǳƴŘ has 
provided $30 000.00 to Villanova Players for the purchase of this lighting 
equipment.  
     Through this great fund and through the efforts of our committee, our 
patrons can benefit from the most modern lighting equipment available for 
theatre productions. 
 

        
        Rod Thompson 
         TREASURER                                    

River Gateway Neighbourhood Plan  
     If members would like specific input, issues or ideas put into the Brisbane City Councilôs 

Neighbourhood Plan for Cannon Hill and Morningside district please contact Leo on 

(3891 5769).  Council strategies are expected to be presented to the Team late November. 

     The documents from the earlier sessions including the workshop summary and the Issues and 

Aspirations summary are available form the Councilôs web site.  

       (http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-build ing/local-plans/east /

RiverGateway/) 

 

Event Information:  

     MASS 
 
     A mass will be offered at St James Church on Saturday morning  6th No-
vember at 8:00am for the repose of the souls our departed members, sub-
scriber and their families and the needs and concerns of all our 
members and subscribers. 
     All are welcome.  If you like the names of loved ones men-
tioned in the Mass please contact Leo (ph 3891 5769). 
 


