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[From left - John Beach [Ralph] Alison Kerr [Therese] Steve Pearton
[Wacker] and Jason King [Carl] in LIVE AT THE TROCADERO]
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[The prelude to the “Battle of Brisbane” perhaps]

The
Villanova Players

PROSCENIUM

NEWSLETTER

What a great, colourful, rousing finale to
our 2009 season, the musical, LIVE AT THE
TROCADERO was.

Everything came together wonderfully to
make this production a very enjoyable eve-
ning of entertainment, with plenty of sing-
ing, dancing and a great storyline.

LIVE AT THE TROCADERO was written by
Brisbane’s Brett Heath, is set in WW2 and is
based around the story of a young singer
from North Queensland who comes to Bris-
bane to make it big in the nightclub scene.
The action is centred around Brisbane’s Tro-
cadero club. The programme had many ac-
tual photographs from the original club
throughout the years.

Audiences, laughed, cried and hummed
along to the songs as well as enjoyed the set
which duplicated the original club with the
band in the background.

Congratulations go to Carolyn Kinniburgh
[Director] Julie Whiting [Musical Director]
and Lynette Wockner [Choreographer] and
the rest of the crew, for a great show. All
characters were handled well by a great cast
who gave their all for this great show.
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VILLANOVA PLAYERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday, 27th January 2010 at 8.00pm

2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE CLAIMER

Venue to be announced

Casting Committee- Two members

ELECTIONS HELD FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS

Management Committee- President, Secretary and 2 Ordinary Members

WRITTEN NOMINATIONS TO THE SECRETARY BEFORE THE AGM
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Ho ' Ho ! Ho!

With Christmas fast approaching, it seems impossible that we are
at the end of another year, and what a great year of theatre it has
been.

Our last play for the year, a [ A @S |
huge houses, despite competition from the end of year festivities. |
must commend Carolyn Kinniburgh, Julie Whiting and Lynette
Wockner and the whole cast, crew and production team on such a
fine production. Our audiences have just loved the show and it
shows that local people can write a musical every bit as entertaining
and engaging as any of the British or American shows.

Our thanks must also go to Mickey O’Donnell, our tireless book-
ing officer and Front of House organiser, and to Rod and Maria
Thompson on Box Office. The big audiences have meant twice as
much work for them. Well done guys!

And we must not forget Jane Binstead and her team , especially
Andrew Heron and Meagan Lawson for doing such a fantastic job on
publicity. It’s one thing to have a great show but quite another to
ensure people know about it and want to come along and see it.
Thanks so much for all your had work it has certainly paid off.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENTRA LEO BRADLEY
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Looking ahead now, Villanova Players will be having a New year’s
party on Saturday night 16" January. This will be a night for all
members, subscribers and friends to get together for some fun and
frivolity.

And the annual General meeting will be coming up at the end of
January. There will be a number of positions vacant on the on the
Management and Casting Committee. Please consider standing for
one of these positions if you can spare the time. It is a really re-
warding experience and essential to keep our group going. | am
constantly impressed by so many of our members who willingly
offer their time and effort to make our plays meetings and other
events such a success, but we need more people to put up their
hands and share the work around.

2010 will be a year with something for every-
body.

Have a happy and safe Christmas with your
friends and family.

See you at our New year’s party on 16™ Janu-
ary,

Cheers,
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FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS
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GENERAL MEETING

lﬁ Play No.1- Lettice and Lovage l@

VENUE TO BE ANNOUNCED

LETTICE STARTS SPRUCING UP HISTORY

WEDNESDAY 2ANUARY 2010
8:00pm

By Peter Shaffer l@'
(] ]

Directed by Jill Cross
Play No.2- Influence

BUSINESS

lﬁ THINGS GO AWRY FOR A RADIO SHOCK JOCK l@

Elections will be held for:-

By David Williamson
@ Directed by Leo Bradley @

Management Committee
President, Secretary and 2 Ordinary members

lﬁ Play No.3- An Inspector Calls l@
A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION THAT'S NOT ALL IT
lﬁ APPEARS TO BE l@

lﬁ' By J B Priestly l@.

Directed by Leo Wockner

lﬁ Play No.4- An Italian Straw Hat IE
lﬁ A FAST-MOVING FRENCH FARCE INVOLVING A l@

JEALOUS HUSBAND, A WEDDING PARTY, A VERY
lﬁ HUNGRY HORSE AND A STRAW HAT l@

By Eugene Labiche

lﬁ' Translated and adapted by Maria Plumb and Rod l@'
Thompson

lﬁ' Directed by Maria Plumb l@'
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Casting Committee
Two members

ENTERTAINMENT
At this meeting, and all meetings during 2010,
the Casting Committee are planning to pre-
sent extracts from some of the wonderful
plays we read in order to put together our
future seasons. About 16 plays were seriously
considered, and many of those that did not
make the final cut were definitely presentable.
We are looking for directors to give some of
these an airing at our monthly meetings.
Spread your wings and fly!
Contact a CC member now!
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[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly
Meetings, contact a Member of the Casting Committeegphone
numbers are on the back page @he Proscenium]
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NOVEMBER ENTERTAINMENT

The November monthly meeting feature was "Entertaining and Educating". Our biggest coup and
financial boost for 2009 came in the form of a $30,000.00 grant from the Qld Government Gambling
Community Benefit Fund.

The application was lodged with the specific purpose of purchasing new, state of the art lighting
equipment, as for most of last year, and early this year, we have had to spend a considerable amount
hiring suitable lights, when those at the TAFE theatre were no longer available to us.

Rod Thompson and Gregg Goriss took this opportunity to explain to directors and designers and in-
terested members, the features of the new equipment, how it had been used effectively so far and
possibilities for our future productions.

An exciting world of lighting is now open to us. ‘ .
i
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NEW THEATRE LIGHTING

I’'m sure everyone has noticed the new lighting that has been
used for our two most recent plays - Memory of Water and Live
at the Trocadero. Audience reaction has been very favourable
and our technicians are very happy with our new equipment.

Gambi Indeed, the equipment is great to work with and the results

- ambing speak for themselves. Our stage has never looked better and the

l:.';_||'|'||11u|'|[|;'l.'1I Benefit Fund new lighting has certainly contributed to the success of our last
two productions.

Queensland Government The Queensland Government’s Gambling Community Benefit
Fund provided $30 000.00 to Villanova Players for the purchase of
this lighting equipment.

Through this great fund and through the efforts of our commit-
tee, our patrons can benefit from the most modern lighting equip-
ment available for theatre productions.

Rod Thompson
TREASURER

\\} COME JOIN US NEXT WORKING BEE
| Saturday 16th January 2010 Saturday 23rd January 2010
7.00pm 8.00am to 12.00pm
Cost and Venue To tidy up the rehearsal area
TO BE ANNOUNCED and the loose timber section

even if you can only spare an hour
or two, please come along to keep

‘ - Q > The hut in good order
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VILLANOVA PLAYERS

Newsletter
200MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

President: Leo Bradley 3891 5769
Vice Pres: Jane Binstead 3847 1187
Treasurer: Rod Thompson 3391 7180
Secretary: Fran Campbell 3399 1863
Casting Liaison: Samantha Tierney 0419 736 562
Members: Robert Gettons 0409 595 197

Trevor Bond 3393 6521

Mary Woodall 3395 5268

Audrey McKibbin 3394 1860

2009cASTING COMMITTEE

Samantha Tierney 0419 736 562
Colleen Lock 0428 122 026

Rod Thompson 3391 7180
Michael Byrnes 3849 4521
Maria Thompson 3391 7180

Villanova Players

INCORPORATED
Established 1948

Balmoral Park, Jean Howie Drive
off Bennetts Road MORNINGSIDE

PO Box 465viorningside Qld 4170
Email:villanovaplayers@gmail.com
www.villanovaplayers.com
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Phone: 3395 5168

PROFILE No.19

FIRST STAGE APPEARAMG@IERis Year 8 class at the

Brisbane Eisteddfod at City Hall, Leo did a choral recitation of
the poem, Jazz Man

CAREER:e0 is more comfortable behind the scenes than
on the stage, but never-the-less, he was a member of the
Bach Society choir and the Brisbane Chorale and still keeps
up his singing with the Zmirah Chorshul. Leo’s first appear-
ance onstage was as an extra dancer in the ballroom scene
from The Sound of Music - all the crew had roles in that
show! He was then one of the mechanicals in A Mid Summer
bA3d K U Q Zat LSBNES.| L¥0 has also directed many chil-

! drens’ theatre productions at The
Brisbane Arts Theatre, including
Beauty and the Beast, The Little
Mermaid and Nardia. For VPs,
Leo first worked on costumes for
Pygmalion, eventually appearing
onstage in Away. Leo’s most
recent role was that of the em-
bittered Hindley Earnshaw in
Wuthering Heights earlier this
year, which was quite a physical
role that Leo handled with ease.
Leo has also directed for VPs -
As You Like It and Over the Top
with Jim.

A Very Merry Christmas
And a Happy New Year
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FROM ALL AT VILLANOVA PLAY
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the Door directed by Don Hobbs -
March - Bookings - 3844 7257

¢ | Dresénty Dne fobt/inL 9 ¢ |,
19th to 27th

SUNNYBANK THEATRE GR@Wd$ents Season of
One-Act Plays directed by Loretta Donnelly - 29th
Januaryto 6th February - Bookings - 3345 3964

ARTS THEATRkesents He Died with a Felafel in
His Handby John Birmingham, Directed by Natalie
Bochenski - 2ndto 15th January- Bookings -
3369 2344

)

Leo Bradley

FAVOURITE ACTORS: a director, Leo does not play
favourites. For him it has been a delight to work with many
different actors, however he does find Paul Sherman inspira-
tional.

FAVOURITE ROLESBassianus in Titus Adronicus at
Boggo Road gaol, a romantic lead who was beaten to death
and thrown on a compost heap, then the rest of the show as
a goth, nursing a baby made out of a prison blanket. A close
second would be Herr Flick in Allo Allo.

FAVOURITE FILMA Very Long Engagement or anything

starring Audrey Tautou

EMBARRASSING MOMENMHh¢e Leo had to fill in for a
sick actor and went onstage with the script in a large folder,
which was fine until he had to deliver a long speech and real-
ised the script was upside down. The audience thought it
was hilarious, especially when Leo righted the script halfway
through his speech. There was also some backstage chaos in
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers - a chimney behind a solo
was slowly sinking to the floor and a two storey barn, com-
plete with actor was pushed through a curtain too early right
in the middle of another solo.

AMBITION:To have more puppetry on stage.
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